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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Box PCT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Applicant submits herewith information of which he is aware 
which may be material to the examination of this application and in respect of 
which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .56. 
While this Information Disclosure Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 8Y "EXPRESS MAIL" 



"Express Mail" mailing label number _ 
Date of Deposit 



EL841173532US 



August 31, 2001 



I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 
37 CFR 1 .10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to the Commis- 
sioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Karen A. Sanderson 



(Typed or printed name of person mailing paper or fee) 
ij/nature of person mailing paper or fee) 
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C.F.R. 1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent, 
publication or other information referred to herein is "prior art" for this inven- 
tion unless specifically designated as such. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
1 .97(b), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be con- 
strued to mean that a search has been made or that no other material informa- 
tion exists, as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(a). 

Submitted herewith is a copy of the International Search Report 
for this case listing prior art for consideration by the Examiner, together with 
a Form PTO-1449 listing the art cited therein, and a copy of each of the items 
is supplied herewith. 

All of the references were cited in the Search Report of the inter- 
national application. The undersigned does not presently have copies of the 
following such references: Patent Abstract of Japan, Vol. 1995, No. 11, 26 
Dec. 1 995 & JP 07 21 8398 A, 1 8 Aug. 1 995. It is understood that the PTO 
may have already received a copy of this and the other references in the 
Search Report from the International Bureau. If forms 908/909 relating to the 
filing of this application indicate that such materials were received, this IDS 
will essentially be redundant. If those forms do not indicate that such prior art 
has been received by the PTO, the undersigned will endeavor to obtain and 
forward a copy of this one missing reference. 
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Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider each of 
the references identified in view of the pending claims in the referenced appli- 
cation, although it is believed that all claims as originally filed delineate over 
the identified references. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WOOD, PHILLIPS, VAN SANTEN, 
CLARK & MORTIMER 



By_ 




ff)(ey L. Clark 
o. 29,141 



August 31, 2001 



500 West Madison Street 
Suite 3800 

Chicago, IL 60661-2511 
(312) 876-1800 
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